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Dear Monsignors, dear Fathers,
Reverend Sisters,
Dear brothers and sisters,

In this worthy feast of our Lord Jesus Christ Nativity, while the Church is
preparing for the “Synod of Bishops on the family”, in October 2015, I invite
you this Christmas to meditate the sacrality of the family.

Indeed, I invite you to ponder the mystery of God who took flesh of our flesh
among a human family and radically introduced us in God’s time. God’s time
begins within a family, through the birth of Jesus, the first Christian family, a
living image of the Trinitarian family. This gift of God has made us able to
recognize and see the glory of Infinite Love actually manifested in our history, in
the living person of Jesus Christ.

This advent of God in our history, is not the announcement of moral precepts nor
the establishment of a religious authority, it does not give us a liturgical renewal
nor a cultural elevation or a social promotion, it is essentially the time of the
personal encounter of each and every one of us, with the face of God in Jesus
Christ. It is at this encounter in these difficult times occurring in the world, that
the Pope Francis continues to call us, and invites us to meditate the two faces that
are carrying today, the divine breath, which are the face of the family and the face
of the poor.

In both faces, shines the sublime reality of the Incarnation Mystery: the face of
a mother who can exclaim: “My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices
because of God my Savior” (Luke 1/46-47), and the face of the Anointed God than
can proclaim: “The blind shall see and the lame shall walk right...dead shall
rise and the Good News is preached to the poor” (Matthew. 11/5).

The Christ is incarnated in our history not as an individual, independent of any
human connection, but as a person, member of a family. Mary and Joseph, as poor
as they were, have not found a place in the middle of the humans and so the divine
child was to be born in the most miserable place ever.

In this Nativity event, the beauty of the gift of God manifests in the misery of
human reality. God became man in a human family to build a spiritual family that
is His living body and his people, and He is committed to our poor humanity, in
order to exalt the poor and to place them in His heart, according to the word of
Pope Francis: “The poor have a special place in God’s heart to the point that
He Himself became poor” (Apostolic Exhortation “Evangelii Gaudium™, The Joy of the
Gospel §197).
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The Christ took the face of a newborn child in a family to teach us that from now
on, every human face, whatever it is, especially that one of the poor, the weak, the
persecuted and the rejected, becomes the same face of God.

It is this double message that Pope Francis addresses to us today, and I would, in
communion with our Holy Father, share with you his concern as well as his prayer:

1. Concerned about the complex and critical situation of the family in today’s
world, the Pope called for a “Synod of Bishops on the family” to be held
in October 2015 and to which I would draw your attention, so that within
the “Family and Pro-Life Committee” in our Eparchy, we can prepare for
this Synod and follow its preparations in order to let our youth and families
benefit of its orientations and its spiritual fruits.

2. But, the Pope’s concern also directs attention to the poor who are the poorest
of the world, the persecuted in Iraq and Syria, the displaced in Lebanon, the
rejected in all society, those in thirst for love and bread, attention and shelter,
like the family of Bethlehem. The Pope does not hesitate to direct our gaze
on them and tells us with the courage of his heart: “For the Church, the
option for the poor is a theological category before being cultural,

sociological, political or philosophical. God grant them His first mercy”
(Evangelii Gaudium §198)

This dual reality of the family and the poor, who both live, around the world,
a pathetic tearing, must become the place of our Church mission. God invites us
to take a fresh look at our existence. By the Lord’s Incarnation in our history, by
the Coming among us of Emmanuel, our history is no longer dependent on our
humanity, it has now become God’s time and we must learn to live, not according
to our human purposes and our own projects, but according to God’s plan. Our
land is now a space for God, despite all our weaknesses and conflicts. To say this
in the faith of Christmas is to commit ourselves to make our world a space of love,
joy and peace for all.

The path that leads to edify a new world, a new Church, a new Eparchy, a new
Parish, a new family, goes through the noblest safeguard possible of the family,
and the recognition of the dignity of the poorest. These are the two treasures that
I would trust you on this Holiday and I am calling to an effective act of solidarity,
brotherhood, communication and collaboration, to support our families and the
poor at home and elsewhere, especially in the East. It’s time to fight for the dignity
of the poorest whom the Son of God wanted to take condition, in order to bring us
all together in the same family.

Christmas is the power of unconditional gratuitous love that is manifested
among us. It continues today to manifest in different ways. Christ is present in the
Eucharistic Body where He becomes, for us, a life and love food.
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Christmas today is:

- Time to get out of our fears, our selfishness, our jealousies, our suspicious and
our failures.

- Time of the new Alliance, of reconciliation, forgiveness and mercy.

- Time to see the world through the eyes of the Lord, to read with amazement the
action of the Spirit of God, and to awaken in us faith and hope.

- Time for effective solidarity, which does not mean “some sporadic acts of
generosity” (requiring from us) to create a new mindset that thinks in terms
of community” (Evangelii Gaudium § 188).

- Time of the communion of persons “in the family where weaves a set of
inter-personal relationships — relatioships between spouses, fatherhood-
motherhood, filiation and fraternity — through which each person is

introduced into the family of God that is the Church” (John-Paul II, Apostolic
Exhortation” Familiaris Consortio” on the tasks of the Christian Family in the world today,
1981, § 15).

- Time for the social integration of the poor where “every Christian and every
community are called to be instruments of God for the release and
promotion of the poor, so that they can fully integrate into society”
(Evangelii Gaudium § 197).

Dear faithfuls,

I invite you as a Maronite Community in Canada, to unite as one family in
good times and in bad, in joyful times and in sad, especially that we have now
embarked on implementing the new vision for the Eparchy based on 7 priorities:
a) Spiritual life and vocations, b) Youth, ¢) Family, d) Elder care, e) Rooting and
identity awareness, f) Communications and publications, g) Professionalization of
eparchial and pastoral services.

It is at this renewal that I invite you today and I wish each and every one of you,
all the Joy of the Lord, the one He brings us by coming among us, and that He
announces us: “I will see you again and you will rejoice and no-one will take
away your joy” (John 16/22)

+Paul-Marwan TABET
Bishop
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