=i g3l 3Lls 4_14_1_1)_1? Saint Maron Eparchy - Canada

olLhall &gl d5alll &L I 8 Letter of his Excellency
=l ylga0 - Jaod Bishop Paul-Marwan TABET
i 8 Zigsloll apdl eligf ) To the Maronite Community of Canada

11 s ¥ Christmas 2016



Dear Monsignors, Priests and Religious,
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Consecrated life,
Dear Parents, Children, Youth,

Dear Parish Communities,

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

“Sing unto the Lord a new song; sing unto the Lord of all the earth”

(Psalm 96/95, 1-2).
Sing O earth for you have welcomed the human birth of the Lord!

“Now it happened that, while they were there, the time came for Mary to have
her child, and she gave birth to a son, her first-born. She wrapped him in
swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for
them in the living-space” (Luke 2: 6-7). By the power of the Holy Spirit, the
Son of God came into the world, to visit mankind and to reveal “the grace of
God to save the whole human race ...” (Titus 2:11).

This grace, which incarnates the divine kindness of the Father, focuses on
Man, as the gospel of St. Luke states: “And on earth peace for those he
favors!” (2:14). This is the beginning of the glory to which Man was called in
Jesus Christ.

The divine Word became Man like us, to reassure us that, in human history
and in our personal existence, he is always present, through his love, salvation
and providence.

How could God become a man? A question debated all over the centuries
and generations. It is inconceivable that God is both Father and Son ... it is
inconceivable that He should become man ... it is an unfathomable mystery as
are the unity and the trinity of God. However, by believing in the omnipotence
of God, we know that nothing is impossible to the omnipotence which is also
love incarnated in a child: “a Child has been born to us,; a son has been given
to us, and dominion has been laid on His shoulders” (Isaiah 9: 5).
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Dear Faithful,

I invite you, on this occasion, to strive to achieve the hope of Christmas
through four points:

1- Conversion and Reconciliation.

The world is suffering from hatred and injustice. And it becomes
urgent to live the mercy of God. On Christmas Day, the Father
sent his only Son, bearing a message of peace and reconciliation,
which first requires the reconciliation of Man with himself and with
his neighbor. How can one live Christmas if he does not practice
reconciliation and if he isolates himself from the other? The real
Christmas lies in the mystery of the Union: the Union of God to
man, the Divine to the Human, earth to heaven, the rich to the
poor and the stranger to the neighbor ... We are called to live this
Christmas, not only by remembering the birth of Jesus in
Bethlehem, but also through conversion and reconciliation within
our hearts and our families.

2- Awakening and Perseverance:

Today, as we prepare ourselves to celebrate the coming of the
“Emmanuel”, which means: “God is with us”, we live between the
two “comings” of Christ:

a) His coming to Bethlehem which is Christmas: “... Today in the
town of David, a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the
Lord ...” (Luke 2:11),

b) His coming at the end of time: “But as for that day and hour,
nobody knows it, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, no
one but the Father alone” (Matthew 24:36).

Between these two “comings”, the history of men goes on. Every
day becomes for us, the suitable moment, where we are called to
awaken and commit ourselves to prepare for the coming of Christ,
as St. Paul says: “...the time has come, the moment is here for you to
stop sleeping and wake up, because by now our salvation is nearer
than when we first began to believe...” (Romans 13, 11). Announce
this hope amidst the challenges that are invading the world, the
violence that is hurting so many humans and where our brothers and
sisters in faith and humanity are suffering and dying.

Christ is inviting us every moment, in a particular way, to remain
awakened by faith and to persevere in our patience.
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3- The joy of Family
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The Church has been focusing on the importance and the role of the
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“You have united, O Lord, your divinity with our humanity and
our humanity with your divinity.

Your life with our mortality and our mortality with your life;

You have assumed what is ours and you have given us what is yours, s g Wise Flo 6133.&3@ Bguliy Uigulis 333@8 e LU Sabg ”

for the life and salvation of our souls. To you be the glory forever * " B _ . . .
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Let us thank Him in this Christmas by entrusting Him all our hope. L
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