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Dear Monsignors, dear Fathers,
Reverend Sisters,
Dear brothers and sisters,

« A child is born, a son is given to us ... he will be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace ». (Isaiah 9/5).
This vision of the prophet Isaiah was fulfilled at the birth of the Lord Jesus in
Bethlehem. That day, «a great company of the heavenly host appeared with
the angel, praising God and saying: Glory to God in the highest heaven, and
on earth peace to men, whom his favor rests » (Luke 2/13 - 14). Such was, for all
humans, the Christmas message, a message that says: Fear not, for behold, 1
proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the people (Luke2/10).

This message of peace and joy is not just an announcement, but it is
mostly a real presence of God among us, a divine sharing of our humanity, the
manifestation of the glory of God in our midst. It is God himself who assumes
our human condition, He gives us consolation and mercy, to raise us up from
our failures to make us children of God, as expressed by St. Augustine: « God
became man so that man might become god ».

Dear brothers and sisters,

This event of the Nativity, including the seasons of Advent and Epiphany,
are moments we should accept in faith to internalize and deepen our love and
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is in Him that we find joy and peace.

In this wonderful occasion, I present to you my best wishes for the
happiness I wish each and every one of you, with the assurance of my fatherly
love and my determination to build with each and every one of you, under
the sight of the Lord, our community in the nobility and excellence of our
heritage, and our loyalty to our faith and our tradition.

In my first Episcopal letter that I addressed to you on Easter 2013, I handed
to you three values on which I have decided to establish my diocesan project,
namely:

* The value of Common Good as a Community objective,
* The value of the Unity to build, as ecclesial foundation,

* The rooting of our faith and its consolidation in the Maronite Heritage,
as a resource base.
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Armed with these values, I exposed and engaged the unifying diocesan
project at a Seminar held between October 15th — 19th, 2013, which was
attended by 80 people grouping all the priests of all Maronite parishes in
Canada and their Associated and Committed Laity. Twelve working
committees were formed and established with reference to an overall
Eparchial institutional flowchart designed and adapted to our community
situation in Canada.

During this seminar, we reached together 13 decisions and 8
recommendations related to the operational organization of the Eparchy
structure, which will allow us to initiate projects and actions that could
institutionalize our Eparchy, and our parishes on solid foundations of
cooperation and efficiency.

These processes, decisions and recommendations broadly relate to two com-
plementary levels:

1- The spiritual and pastoral level:
1.1. Renovation of liturgical and ecclesiastical celebrations;
1.2. Preparation to the Sacraments of Baptism and Marriage;
1.3. Launching of recollections and spiritual retreats;

1.4. Supervision of Apostolic Movements, as well as shepherding the
youth, the elderly and the sick;

1.5. Academic partnership commitment with the Faculties of Theology
and the Canadian Seminaries who can provide training for future
priests, as well as a continuous education for the priests in service,
the deacons, the sub-deacons and the laics;

1.6. Organization of preparatory and training sessions for catechesis
teaching;

1.7. Intrinsic renewal of teaching the Arabic language according to
appropriate didactical methods;

1.8. Unifying the management of the Maronite Cemeteries in all the
Maronite parishes in Canada under the name of “Saint Maron
Cemeteries”

2. The Organization level:

2.1. Instituting the Eparchial Curia in accordance with the Canon Law
rules;

2.2. Erecting the Chancellery office and appointment of a Chancellor and
Vice-chancellor, and thereto related councils;



2.3. Instituting the Legal Instance that heads the Ecclesiastical Tribunal;

2.4. Renovation of the Bishop’s former residence at Grenet Street
(Montreal), into the Diocesan Offices, capable of handling the new
operational structure;

2.5. Establishment of a redesign project for Maronite churches in Canada
to reflect the spirit of our Maronite traditions;

2.6. Establishment and renovation of Parish Councils structures;

2.7. Institution of the Department of Communication and Media with
related networks and information resources;

2.8. Establishment of partnership with the Maronite Eparchies of
Brooklyn and Los Angeles, and a mutualisation of resources with
Maronite Eparchies of France, Egypt and Latakia.

It is to this field of service that I invite each and every one of you, so we will
be one hand and one heart, around one leadership and in collaboration with all
our priests and all persons committed in the service of the Christ Church.

Christmas for us, is the celebration that renews us in the joy of knowing
that we are loved by God, and that we share the hope given to us by the Holy
Spirit, to live according to the Lord will. This is where we can taste solidarity
and fraternity, within our families and our community life.

This gift of love and peace is a work of reconciliation chanted by the angels
and updated by the presence of Emmanuel amongst us. Peace is thus the result
of this reconciliation that God has taken the initiative to lead us from the inner
reconciliation with ourselves, towards reconciliation with others, so that we
become in our world, the effective grains of Hope.

May the Lord renew our hearts, bless our families and guard our children in
His providence and kindness to remain faithful to His Word and witnesses of
His love, His peace and joy.
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