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To dear Monsignors, Priests, Brothers and Sisters,

To those Consecrated and involved in the life of the Church and Society,
To Parents, Children, Young Men and Young Women,

To Parish Communities,

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

“The light shone on the righteous and the joy on the straight hearts”
(Saint Ephrem the Syriac)

Lastly, in the fullness of time, the victories of God the Creator were renewed
and repeated in the person of Jesus Christ the Savior. Christ is the Light of the
world, and in His person “...was life, life that was the light of men; and light
shines in darkness, and darkness could not overpower it” (John 1: 4-5). Just
as the Old Testament began with God’s triumph over the darkness with the
flood of light, the Gospel of the Apostle John in the New Testament begins
with the same idea, that is, the triumph of the true light, the Christ, over the
darkness of evil and sin.

In the same way, we have been given by Christ, the ability to conquer the
power of evil. This ability is in the Christian faith because he/she is from Christ
and because Christ is within us by His Holy Spirit.

* Do we really feel the light of Christ within us?

* Do we accept God’s invitation to us to participate in achieving the goals
of His Incarnation?

* Do we live as “individuals” or as “family” our vocation to realize the
Incarnation of Christ?

At His birth, the Lord invites us to reflect on what suits us from the human and
divine dimensions of this feast. We meditate on the following ideas:

1 - Man through Christ; “Light of the world”.

God is light. He wants us to live in the light. The closer we get to God, the
more illuminated we are. The true light, God the Word, has come to the world
in order to proclaim His love to us, so, in turn, we become a “light to the

world”: “... I am the light of the world; anyone who follows me will not be
walking in the dark, but will have the light of life” (John 8:12).

This act of faith is also deepened in the way the Virgin Mary is perceived by
every faithful, who became the Mother of Light by accepting God’s “Grace”.
She is a simple, humble person who belongs to our race and our humanity;
God was incarnated in her. The “yes” from Mary overflowed graces. It was
necessary for the “Word” to emerge from human freedom, in order to believe
the promise of God: “Let it be according to your words!” (Luke 1, 38).
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Dear brothers and sisters,

It is important to take our Christian vocation with seriousness and be reassured
that we are God’s children. This is not a metaphor. It is a fact: “You must
see what great love the Father has lavished on us by letting us be called
God’s children” (1 John 1: 3). The miracle of the divine Incarnation is always
repeated in us, for God says with joy to us, “The Lord is with you”. But, we
remain sometimes hesitant, while thinking: How this can be true? Who am 1?
Why me? This is impossible!

God has adhered to the history of mankind. He united with every person
through the miracle of the “Incarnation” in the womb of Mary. This miracle
continues in every human being because God is with mankind forever. God
wants humans to grow and constantly prosper. He/she has no escape because
he/she carries in him/her the spirit of God who wants to walk with us till the
ultimate perfection.

2. Church and family; beam of light.

The family, being the objective of divine creation, is not merely a form of
human bonding that changes with circumstances. The biblical Christian
thought about the subject of family is characterized by the following facts:

1- The family consisting of a husband, a wife and children, is only a part of
the whole human family.

2-God is the true Father of every family, every human being and all
humanity.
The true and ultimate picture of the family was not completed until Jesus
came into the New Testament. This is when the bond of the family began
to take its true spiritual image after it was based on race and blood. Jesus
came to the world to reveal to people who is their “Father”; “And eternal
life is this: to know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you
have sent” (John 17: 3).

The family, as we all know, is the founding cell of every society. There
is no steadfastness without it. This is also how the Christian family is
perceived in relation to the Church. There is no Church without

Christian families and no Christian family without the Church. By
sharing in the life and the mission of the Church, the kingdom of God
is being built in human history. The Church like a mother gives birth,
raises and builds:

* by evangelizing: it is the church that gives the family its true identity.

* by celebrating the sacraments: itis the Church that nourishes the family

and strengthens it with the graces of Christ; to live up to the new
3



commandment of love: “This is my commandment: love one another, as
I have loved you” (John 15: 12).

* by participating in Christ’s prophetic, priestly, and royal nature, it
becomes a “saved” and “saving” community through the love and grace
of Christ.

Hence, each family becomes a home church, and Christ’s constant call to us is
to make our families real sanctuaries, a shining light for others.

Dear beloved,

Incarnation is not a historical event, nor an act subscribed in the past...

Jesus Christ is not from the past, He is today and every day ...

The light is not out, it is within us, in the heart of our heart ... by embracing our
neighbor and looking at each other as members of one body ... to be the family
of the Father, the brothers of the Son and the dwelling of the Holy Spirit ...

On His Nativity:

Let us open the gates of our hearts and keep Him ...
Let us open the gates of our homes and receive Him ...

Let us open the gates of our faithful communities and feed Him from the
bread of our good deeds ...

Let us open the gates of our churches and announce Him with joy ...

Let us keep Him in our lives with faith, testimony and benevolence ...

The Savior is born... Halleluiah!

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

+ Paul-Marwan TABET
Bishop
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