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“The Disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord”
(Jn. 20 ] 20)

3rd Letter of His Excellency

Bishop Paul-Marwan TABET

To the Maronite Commumnity of Canada

Easter 2014



To dear Monsignors, Priests, and Religious,

To parents, children, youth, both men and women,

To Parish Communities,

To those involved in the life of the Church and society,
To those infirmed by an illness and insecurity,

I join you in the Joy of the Resurrection and share with you
the faith of the Apostle John when he arrived at the open tomb,
noticing the clothing strips left behind, “he saw and believed.”
(Jn 20/8) And even with the Apostle Thomas, who too wanted
to see, and Our Lord said, “because thou hast seen me, thou
hast believed: Blessed are they that have not seen and have
believed” (Jn. 20/29).

As Disciples, our faith in the Resurrection of Jesus Christ
refers to the testimony and faith of Peter, who stood before the
Sanhedrin, after the Glorious Pentecost and exclaimed, “We
cannot stop proclaiming what we have seen and heard!”
(Ac. 4/20). Also, Pope Francis has confirmed this same
missionary attitude, in his Encyclical Letter “Lumen Fidei”
(Light of faith), saying ‘“He who is opened to the love of God,
who has listened to his voice and received its light, cannot
keep this gift for him” (§ 37).!

In the same spirit of faith and testimony in the Resurrection of
the Lord, while I am starting the second year of my Episcopate
in the Maronite Eparchy of Canada, I want to communicate
in this Third Letter, the Call that His Holiness Pope Francis
launched in his Apostolic Exhortation “Evangelii Gaudium”
(The Joy of the Gospel) addressing the Church, on November
24% 2013, in which he calls us and invites us, to engage in the
path of the new evangelization, to proclaim and witness the
Resurrection of Christ, and to spread around us what he calls
“the Fragrance of the Gospel” (s 39).

I (The figures at the end of the quotes refer to paragraphs of the Apostolic Exhortation
above).
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I - The Light of the Resurrection

My dear brothers and sisters,

We believe and know that the resurrection of Christ gave
meaning and significance to human history. This history that
has been, and continues to be weighed down by adversity,
misfortune and death, could only find its splendor by the light
of Christ that has overcome the world, “by the blood of his
cross’ (Col. 1/20), and as St. Paul says, “in his flesh He has
destroyed the wall of separation: Hatred” (Eph. 2/14).

The Resurrection, hence, is the answer to all the pathetic
situations that Man has to experience in this life, for God has
not created us for death. It was He who took the initiative to
create us and save us, so that we can find within his Church,
the radiant face of his love, according to Pope Francis words:
“throughout the life of the Church, we must always
demonstrate that the initiative comes from God, it is Him
who loved us the first” (s 12).

Thus, it is by this same power of love, manifested on the
Cross that the light of the Resurrection became the light to all
men; every living day, carries with it forgiveness, hope, joy,
courage, kindness, freedom, strength. It is as well able to make
us sources of love and light, according to the word of the Lord:
“you are the light of the world” (Mt 5/14). This missionary
spirit is confirmed by Pope Francis’s saying: “Nobody can
take away the dignity bestowed upon us by the infinite and
unwavering love. It allows us to raise our heads and start
with a tenderness that never disappoints, and can always
give us joy. Let’s not flee the Resurrection of Jesus, never
give up, forever vanquished, come what may”’ (§ 3).
3



II - The Personal Encounter with Christ

Carried by this light of the Resurrection, we can better
understand the promises of our Baptism, because, as the Pope
Benedict X VI says in his Encyclical Letter « Deus Caritas est »
(God is Love): ““Originally, due to the fact of being a Christian,
there is neither an ethical choice nor a lofty idea, but the
encounter with an event, a Person who gives to life a new
horizon and by then, a decisive purpose” (§ 1).

Pope Francis in turn, certifies the importance of this Encounter
with the Risen Lord, he addresses us saying: “I invite each
Christian, wherever and in any situation he is in, to renew
this very day, his personal encounter with Jesus Christ or,
at least, to make the decision to allow Him meet with you, to
constantly seek Him”, (§ 3) and the Pope continues, *“It is only
by this encounter, with the love of God, which turns into
happy friendship, that we are delivered from our isolated
consciousness and self-reference” (s 8) .

Itis therefore a conversion. The Lord surely comes to us because
“God is not hidden to those who seek him with a sincere
heart” (§ 71). It is through this deep commitment to the Lord
that our eyes may be opened, as the Pope Francis says in one
of his homilies, ‘“He who believes, sees; He sees with a light
that illuminates the entire journey on the road, because it
comes from the risen Christ”. The light of the Resurrection
is also a light of forgiveness and mercy because “God never
gets tired of forgiving” (§ 3). The Christ comes constantly to
us, He fills us with his love and fills our hearts with joy, as He
said to his apostles, and through them, to all of us, predicting
His resurrection: ““I will see you again, then your heart will
rejoice, and no-one will take away your joy’’ (Jn. 16/22).
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III — The Life of Hope

My dear brothers and sisters,

Knowing that we are loved by the Risen Christ and that He
lives in our hearts, deep into our poverty and our failures, is a
source of Spiritual Energy that gives us Faith and Hope. Pope
Francis in another homily fortifies our faith saying, ‘“Always
keep in your hearts the certainty: God walks beside you,
at no time He will leave you! Never lose hope”. And with
his spirit as Pastor of the Church, he exhorts and engages us
to assume a sublime duty, that of “allowing the joy of faith
begin to awaken in us, like a secret but firm confidence,
even in the midst of the worst problems” (s 6).

The Life of Hope is to allow ourselves to be filled with the Love
of God. Itis a heart to heart way of being with the Lord, which
in turn empowers to study and live the Gospel, and, to engage
in Reverent Eucharistic Adoration. This hope is also fostered
by a shared and living faith in serving others. It culminates
in the charity that seeks to achieve the common good of the
community in which we live.

In my Christmas Letter of 2013, in that same path to a Greater
Hope, I had given you steps, decisions and recommendations,
which would engage the projects and actions that could
establish our Eparchy and our Parishes, on a solid foundation
of cooperation and efficiency. We are swiftly moving in this
direction, equipped with the strong basic values that guide
our actions towards the common good, namely, the unity of
our community, and, the implementing of our faith and its
consolidation in the Maronite Heritage.
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IV - Evangelization and commitment

Our diocesan work is thus placed in the footsteps of His
Holiness Pope Francis in the Apostolic Exhortation “Evangelii
Gaudium”, where he proposes concrete steps of this Hope,
calling for the new evangelization.

To this end, during the closure Mass of World Youth Day in
Rio, Pope Francis declared to the world saying: “The Gospel
is for all and not for some. It is not only for those who seem
closer, more responsive, more welcoming. It is for everyone.
Do not be afraid to bring Christ in all areas. The Lord is
looking for all, He wants for all to feel the warmth of his
mercy and love”. This is why the Church, the Pope says, is
an “Embodied Church in a particular space ... with a local
face, It strives to be always where lack most, the light and
the life of the Risen” (§ 30).

To further encourage us to commit ourselves with courage, the
Pope does not hesitate to tell us: “the evils of our world, and
those of the Church should not be excuses to reduce our
commitment and fervor” (§ 84), because, as we all see, “many
of the men and women of our time live a daily insecurity...
fear and despair seize the heart of many people, even in
the so-called rich countries” (§ 52). It is so, the Pope added:
“Christian triumph against the assaults of evil, is always
a cross, but a cross, which is at the same time a banner of
victory that we carry with a combative tenderness” (s 85).

Expressing precisely the Commitment that concretely realizes Hope
through Evangelization, Pope Benedict XVI taught us the three
things we need to accomplish in our Church: ... the Proclamation
of the Word of God (kerygma-martyria), the Celebration of the
Sacraments (leitourgia), the Service of Charity (Diakonia).
These three tasks complete each other and cannot be detached
the one from the others.” (Deus Caritas est: § 25)
6
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My dear brothers and sisters, I call on all our parishes to comply
with these three tasks that constitute the very nature of the
Church, and to work towards the formation of its members ““for
they are the Agents of Evangelization” (§ 28). Each particular
Church, said the Pope, “‘under the leadership of its Bishop,
is called to missionary conversion” (§ 30), and it is “The
Bishop who must always promote missionary communion
in his own diocese, pursuing the ideal of the early Christian
communities, where believers were of one heart and one
soul (§ 31).

This commitment is properly and directly an effective
community commitment, because as the Pope said: “The
Gospel invites us to always run the risk of an encounter
with the face of the other, with his physical presence that
speaks with his suffering and demands, with his contagious
Jjoy in a constant welding” (§ 88). In this objective of fraternity
and encounter with others, we can understand why Jesus
asks his disciples to meet him after His Resurrection, not in
Jerusalem, the old city, but in Galilee, where nations, peoples
and religions mingle.

Today’s Galilee is our Cities of Canada, which are crossroads of
diverse identities, different cultures and multiple religions. The
Pope encourages “Christians of all communities in the world
to carry a testimony of fellowship that becomes bright and
attractive” (§ 99), and in the same direction, he reminds us that
the proclamation of the Word must “focus on the essential,
on what is more beautiful, bigger, more attractive and at
the same time more necessary” (§ 35), because ‘“‘there can
be no true evangelization without the explicit proclamation
that of Jesus is Lord” (§110). Thus says the Pope: “every
7



Christian is a missionary to the extent where he met the
love of God in Jesus Christ” (§ 120), and he exclaims urging
us to the engagement: “let’s go out to provide all, the life of
Jesus Christ” (§ 49).

United in the heart of the Risen Lord, I send you my best
wishes; May the Lord bless our families and keep our children
in his paternal benevolence.

Christ Has Risen
Halleluia

+Paul-Marwan TABET
Bishop
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