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Dear Monsignors, Priests and Religious,

Consecrated and Committed Persons in the Church life and society,
Parents, Children, Youth, men and women,

Parish Communities,

Brothers and sisters,

The shepherds told themselves: “let us go to Bethlehem to see what
has happened...” (Luke 2:15)

What has happened to our Earth? And what happened to us?

With His Holiness Pope Francis, I invite you to reflect during this time
of the Nativity on our humanity and our “common house,” Earth.

In this Encyclical letter “Laudato Si”, Pope Francis discusses (among
other issues) climate change and calls on us all to live in harmony with
nature and more precisely, with the plan of God the Creator. This is
not the first time that the Church alerts us to widespread environmental
degradation.

What is happening to our “Common House”? We have polluted our
earth with carbon emissions, hazardous waste, etc. that have led to
difficult and dangerous living conditions for many. Our attempts at
solving these problems remain insufficient.

Referring to the stories of creation in the Book of Genesis, Pope Francis
reminds us that we have a responsibility to “cultivate and safeguard”
(Genesis 2:15) the earth. We can extract profound teachings on our
humanity and our duties as stewards of the earth, based on three
interconnected relations: our relationship with God, our relationship
with others, and our relationship with the earth. According to the Bible,
these relationships were broken by sin, for having claimed to replace
God, by refusing to recognize us as limited creatures.

Our neglect has manifested itself in several ways. We ignore those
languishing in misery while flaunting our own vain lifestyles that leave
behind inconceivable waste that contributes to our planet’s environmen-
tal degradation (#90).
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There is no denying that we humans are the cause of our environmental
crises. While we are capable of great destruction, we too have demon-
strated great capacity for technological change and advancement. These
laudable innovations continue to prove that “science and technology are
wonderful products of a God-given human creativity”.

Our progress however, has not been sufficiently accompanied by a
reinvigoration of our responsibilities to others, to our earth and to our
God. As Saint John Paul II reminded us, “When we fail to acknowledge
as part of reality the worth of a poor person, a human embryo, a person
with disabilities, it is difficult to hear the cry of nature itself.” (Centesi-
mus Annus,n. 37)

We have an opportunity to steer our drive for knowledge and advance-
ment toward the service of a healthier, more socially just and more
humanly minded progress.

“All is not lost”, Pope Francis announced, impressing upon us the
message that humanity still has the ability to collaborate to rebuild our
“Common House” (#13). Change will involve rethinking attitudes and
perceptions of responsibility to support and sustain a long process of
regeneration. In particular, we will have to think of ourselves as
“ecological citizens” that make daily choices and take daily actions to
change our lifestyle and its effects on our planet. Collectively, these
actions can have an important impact on our lives and the Earth.

We have to remember that we need each other and that we are responsi-
ble to one another and to the world. For far too long, we have lived lives
that are upright and self-centred, moving us away from our faith and its
tenets of goodness, honesty and ethics. Simply put, we have forgotten
our connections to our God, to each other and to our planet.

The ecological conversion to which the Holy Father calls us has
“various attitudes combined to promote a generous protection”. In brief,

* It involves gratitude and gratuity, that is to say, recognition of
the world as a gift from the Father’s love.



* It encourages joy and serenity.
* It incites sobriety and humility.

* It develops the ability to come out of oneself to the other.

In light of the above, I have chosen the Christmas season to appeal
to you while we celebrate the birth of Christ, to be conscience of the
suffering in our world and its degradation and to recognize the
important contribution we each can make to change this state of affairs
(Ch. 1 #19).

Brothers and sisters, we have an opportunity to save our humanity and
our “Common House.” It is our duty as members of the Church to heed
this moment and to rebuild our lives and our world in four fraternal
ways:

* By freeing ourselves from despair,

* By broadening our horizons to the universal,

* By having justice for the poor,

* And by promoting the commitment to society and conviviality.

I invite you to exercise these tenets of fraternity throughout the year. In
particular, at Christmas time, let us put them in action by visiting and
caring for those that are lonely, that are excluded and that suffer from
fear and violence. Let us show concern for one another whether it be
our neighbours who are hurting or those that we encounter every day.
May we always remain the men and women, old and young people who
never quit “walking”, to see the Light that lives in the human heart.

This world is not doomed to oblivion, nor destined to irreparable chaos.
Through our human actions, as small as they may be, “new heavens and
anew earth” can arise (Ap. 21, 1).

May the joy of Christmas live always in our hearts. Best wishes for
happiness in the New Year of 2016.

Yes, a Savior is born! Praise and bless the Lord.

Merry Christmas
+Paul-Marwan TABET

Bishop
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